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A brand new year. This is an exciting thought! We have 
never walked this way before; we have not yet left our foot-
print. Where will we go?  What will we do? How will 
everything turn out? Sometimes we have to look back to go 
forward, to see how God has helped us in the past so that we 
are encouraged to have faith for the present and the future.

Three years ago, before I first opened the school, we had no 
teacher, little money and only seven potential students.  
Although some of the parents were a little apprehensive, they 
were relieved to find a place that would not only accept and 
love their children, but also help them reach their full poten-
tial.

We opened, and saw amazing things happen over the next 
three years. God's faithfulness to us has been incredible and 

we have witnessed 
amazing feats of 
courage by our stu-
dents, encouraging 
support from the 

parents, dedication beyond duty from our teachers and thera-
pists, and a community that accepts us and supports us 
beyond anything I had hoped for.

Sometimes I still become anxious.  We need a physical ther-
apist. How we will manage as a tuition free school in these 
hard economic times? How will we help the other 25 students 
on the waiting list when we are now at maximum capacity? 
At these times, I remember the last three years and take 
courage that God is the same today as He was yesterday.

Our past also gives me permission to hope for the future, to 
envision great dreams I have for the Little Light House, 
including buying three acres of land and building a purpose 

built school. 
This new facil-
i ty would have 
sensory and therapy rooms, large class-
rooms with bathrooms, full-time therapists, all the equipment 
and assistive technology we need to enable our children to 
reach their full potential, and a training component for local 
teachers to learn high-quality skills for working with children 
with disabilities. I could go on and on.

In this newsletter you will see what God has done this last 
year in the lives of our kids, through the eyes of their parents 
and teachers. You will see the results of the tireless work 
done in our development and financial departments, and the 
incredible work done by our teachers, assistants, therapists 
and volunteers. All this allows us to know that God has 
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Past, Present, Future
 by Maureen Harbinson, Executive Director

Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today, and yes, 
forever. Hebrews 13:8
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“With 
the progress 
so many of our students have been making, 
it’s easy to see them going to school and 
living independently in the future…”  
–Tammy Tadlock, Assistant Teacher

“Our youngest stu-
dents who just started 
in August  
are responding…  
several students are 
already signing to  
the classroom songs.”  
–Carrie McMillan, 
Teacher

“Community support has always been overwhelming. As a brand new 
school we raised nearly $192,000 in 2006. In 2008 we’ve raised over 
$448,000 in donations and pledges. Eventually, we’ll be providing around 
$1,000,000 of services each year because of our growing student enroll-
ment.”  
–Kimberly Massey, Director of Development

“We have seen an extraordi-
nary transformation with 
Aaron since he started school 
in August. His social skills 
have greatly improved, he’s 
made new friends, and he 
can feed himself and drink 
from a cup. There are a few 
words that come to mind 
when I think of The Little 
Light House - HOPE…FAITH…
LOVE.”  
–Tanya Perry, parent

“Before Benjamin started 
at the Little Light House, 
he was afraid to interact 
with people and he 
seldom laughed or smiled.  
Now, he loves music and 
he is starting to sit up.  
We love to see him laugh 
and smile.”  
–Jennifer Smith, parent

An Amazing Past...Their Extraordinary Future

“Having taught older children with special needs, I cannot 
express the importance of early intervention. Starting early 
reinforces a child’s communication skills and social skills that 
will help as they get older. It is extremely difficult to help a 
child catch up if they have fallen further and further behind in 
their early years… and it is just so frustrating for a child who is 
behind.” –Heather Reynolds, Teacher



“Breanna has a muscle disor-
der that makes many 
movements difficult. She now 
has better head control, she 
enjoys tummy time, and she is 
even feeding herself some. 
We’re excited that she is learn-
ing to use her gaze to make 
choices and communicate her 
needs.” 
–Ann McCann, grandparent

“Something excit-
ing happened this 
week. Ace walked 
down the hall 
without his canes 
to give me a kiss 
on the cheek!  
Now that was  
good sugar.”  
–Laurie Miller,  
Development 
Assistant

“The time that Jo Ellen 
has spent at LLH has 
been like watching a 
flower unfolding. We 
are learning more 
about her as she is 
learning more about 
this world we live in 
and how to communi-
cate and get along in 

that world.”  
–Andy Talley, parent

“Caleb had very little 
upper body strength or 
confidence when he 
started LLH two years 
ago. Now he can do fun 
activities like swimming 
and horseback riding. 
He's even going to be in 
a horse show soon”  
–Stacey Underwood, 
parent

“My desire for Gandy 
is that she will learn to 
adapt to interact in a 
traditional school 
setting and do the 
same things other chil-
dren do. Just half a 
year at LLH has helped 
her develop social skills 
and begin following 
simple classroom direc-
tions.” 
–Nikki Hester, parent

“When Ella 
started at LLH,  
she was very 
unhappy and 
we didn’t 
know how to 
communicate 
with her.  She’s 
much happier 
now and  
I feel like the LLH 
helped us find her.”   

“Communication is key for 
children with special needs. 
We look forward to helping 
our students use ever-advanc-
ing technology to help them 
bridge any physical communi-
cation barriers.”  
–Maureen Harbinson, 
Executive Director
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By:	 In Honor of:

Joyce B. Woods.................................................................................................Caleb Underwood
Gary and JoAnn Maddox..................................................................................Jonathan B. Norris
Gary and JoAnn Maddox..................................................................................David A. Norris
Gary and JoAnn Maddox..................................................................................Jodi Sue Bensley
Chris Brinkley....................................................................................................Tom Pharr and Caroline Pittman
Emmerson and Julia Daily.................................................................................Natalie Pittman
Jackie Granberry...............................................................................................Keith, Suzanne, and Julianna Salter
Gregory and Beverly Oden................................................................................Allyson Plunkett and Jackson Plunkett
Steve and Candy Ballard...................................................................................Ashton Wiseman
Mary Lane Sellers..............................................................................................Caleb Underwood
Scot and Beth Snodgrass..................................................................................Victoria and Ashton Wiseman
Caleb's Friends and Family................................................................................Caleb Underwood
Jackson's Friends and Family.............................................................................Jackson Plunkett
June and Jake Morse........................................................................................Brenda Wiseman
Bettye Oakes.....................................................................................................Caroline Pittman
Girl Scout Troup................................................................................................Tom Pharr
Virginia Sulbaran...............................................................................................The Tadlock Family
Jerry Knotts.......................................................................................................Charlie Beck and Fred Graves
Keith and Camille Ball.......................................................................................Joe Ann Ward
Keith and Camille Ball.......................................................................................David and Carmen Mitchell and Family
Keith and Camille Ball.......................................................................................Lex and Margaret Taylor, Alexis, Bailey, and Alex
Keith and Camille Ball.......................................................................................Steve and Melanie Ball
Keith and Camille Ball.......................................................................................Martie and John Kwasny and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Currie..........................................................................Allyson Plunkett
Carlyn and Pat Doyle.........................................................................................Vicki and Mark Hollingsworth
Carlyn and Pat Doyle.........................................................................................Jean and Bill Voss
Carlyn and Pat Doyle.........................................................................................Gay and Will Austin
Carlyn and Pat Doyle.........................................................................................Lyn and Gene Price
Carlyn and Pat Doyle.........................................................................................Linda and Buddy Meyer
Carlyn and Pat Doyle.........................................................................................Patti and Larry Seago
State of Miss Department of Finance And Administration................................Lucille Litchfield and JoEllen Talley
Claire Dickerson................................................................................................Ms. Susan Fontenot and Ashton Wiseman
Michelle Williams..............................................................................................Aidan Hopkins
Fred and Brenda Wiseman................................................................................Susan Fontenot and Glenn Taylor
Chris and Courtney Wiseman...........................................................................Ashton Wiseman
Janet C. Smith...................................................................................................Joshua Ball
Friends of Watson Burch...................................................................................Watson Burch
Friends of Christopher Flaherty.........................................................................Christopher Flaherty

By:	 In Memory of:

The School of Education,Belhaven College.......................................................Mr. Eugene Church
Joyce B. Woods.................................................................................................Mr. Frank Provine, Jr.
Rusty and Yvonne Haydel..................................................................................Mr. Eugene Church
Bonnie Holder...................................................................................................Mr. Eugene Church
Carlyn and Pat Doyle.........................................................................................Hollis F. Webb, Jr.
Joan and Jim Bloodworth..................................................................................Eugene Church
James and Rita Hickman...................................................................................Mary Haun
Donna Dorsett..................................................................................................Jason Floyd
Joyce B. Woods.................................................................................................Mr. Meadow Perry, Jr.
Mrs. Pete Graham.............................................................................................Mr. Meadow Perry, Jr.
Brenda and Beth Houston.................................................................................Mr. J.C. Lovett
Joyce Woods.....................................................................................................Mrs. W.H. “Dot” Ledbetter
Mary O'Donoghue............................................................................................Judy Henson

* * * * * In Honorarium * * * * *

* * * * * In Memoriam * * * * *

The Little Light House is pleased to recognize Honorariums, Memorials, and Special Events (birthday, Christmas, graduation, wedding, etc.).  Please include the following 
information with your donation, and the recipient of your choice will receive a personalized acknowledgement card informing them of your gift:  Donor’s name and 

address, name of honorarium or memorial, name and address of individual to receive acknowledgement, and, when appropriate, the occasion for the gift.
The Little Light House–Central Mississippi,  P.O. Box 4392, Brandon, MS  39047
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The Little Light House Financial Report

We have been very blessed that 2008 was a fruitful 
year for us; we have been less affected by the current 
economic events than many other organizations.  
However, we intend to remain excellent stewards of 
the money you have entrusted to us and we will con-
tinue to trust God to provide for us.  Our intent is to 

continue providing the same excellent services that you 
have come to expect without reducing our enrollment, 
or our staff. Regardless of the economy, we will main-
tain our current commitment to remain debt free and 
raise our operating funds in advance.

Thank you for your continued support.

The Little Light House Economic Overview
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$140,000.00 
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Little Light House 2008-2009 Budget
Administrative Expenses Compared to Direct Service

The Little Light House 2008-2009 Budgeted 
Direct Service Expenses 

The Little Light House 2008 Income Sources 2008 Income by Month

Special Education and Therapy Services .............................. $	291,491.00
Administrative Expenses ....................................................... $	 72,150.00
Operations ............................................................................. $	 24,050.00
Development Costs (fundraisers, volunteer recruitment).............. $	 25,457.00

Fundraisers  ........................................................................... $	140,000.00 
Monthly Giving  .................................................................... $	 14,000.00 
Grants/Corporate Gifts  ........................................................ $	120,000.00 
Individual Donations  ........................................................... $	114,024.00 
  	 $	388,024.00 

January......................... $	 20,300.00 
February....................... $	 19,050.00 
March........................... $	 39,830.00 
April............................. $	 29,716.00 
May.............................. $	 16,216.00 
June.............................. $	 50,000.00 
July............................... $	 6,000.00 
August.......................... $	 9,000.00 
September................... $	 64,000.00 
October........................ $	 71,000.00 
November.................... $	 42,000.00 
December..................... $	 21,000.00 
	 $	388,112.00 

Special Education Services .................................................... $	193,741.00
Speech, Physical, Occupational Therapy .............................. $	 72,150.00
Educational Equipment and Supplies .................................. $	 11,000.00
Community Education and Literature ................................. $	 9,100.00
Staff Development ................................................................ $	 5,500.00
 	 $	291,491.00

•	 The Little Light House had two classes at the start of 
2008.  We opened our third class in August.

•	 We raised $388,024 in 2008 and have $60,000 in out-
standing matching grants.

•	 The approximate operating expense of each class is 
$168,000 per year.

•	 Thus far, we have been operating under budget each 
year.

•	 The overall budget for FY 2008-2009 (ending June 09) 
is $419,353.
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The Little Light House 
Central Mississippi 
P.O. Box 4392
Brandon, MS 39047
(601) 829-3446
www.llhms.org

Designed by Steve Tadlock • www.stevetadlock.com  © 2009 The Little Light House, Central Mississippi. All rights reserved. Tax ID # 20-2805872

The Little Light House Central Mississippi is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit Christian Developmental Center for children with special needs, age birth through six years of age. The Little Light House 
Central Mississippi does not discriminate on the basis of religion, race, color, national or ethnic origin, or medical diagnosis (unless it affects the child’s ability to attend on a regular basis) 
in the administration of its educational policies, and other school administered programs. Some behavioral conditions may be evaluated on an individual basis. The Little Light House Central 
Mississippi assures that all children’s records will be maintained as confidential. All gifts to The Little Light House Central Mississippi are tax-deductible, less goods and services received

An Amazing Past...Their Extraordinary Future
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Saturday, March 7, 2009, 2:00-4:00 pm at  

The Fairview Inn 
Inspirational address by Laurie Smith of 
TLC’s Trading Spaces.®  

Tea Party

Tees for Tots Golf 
Tournament, May 5, 2009, 
Castlewoods Country Club. 
Call 601-829-3446 for  
registration form. 
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Seating is limited, so make your reservations today!    
Please R.S.V.P. to 601-829-3446 by February 21.
(Guests 16 and older are welcome.)




