Isabella Inspires With
Her “Whole Self.”

God definitely prepares you
for things. While in the
second month of my pregnan-
cy, I had a feeling something
was not right. I would look
up Down syndrome on the
Internet, read a little, and
then dismiss it as paranoia.

But, I decided to have an
amniocentesis just to be sure
everything was okay. The day
before, I began having sharp
pains in my abdomen so I
went to the doctor. An ultra-
sound found 3 fibroid
tumors. The doctor's exact
words were “The tumors
look like they have been
strategically placed around
the baby,” so he didn't know
if he could perform the
amniocentesis. He said he
could try, but our chances of
miscarriage would greatly
increase. We decided not to
take the chance.

On September 8, 2003,
Isabella was born at 35
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weeks, weighing just over
four pounds. Everything
seemed fine, but because of
her birth weight she had to
stay in the NICU. However,
I knew something wasn't
right and I was waiting for
the doctor to say so. Two
days later, the neonatologist
said she suspected Down syn-
drome. Though I knew God
had started preparing me, I
took the news very hard.
Then the doctor told us
Isabella had a heart defect,
and I seriously almost lost it.
I couldn't believe this was
happening. Isabella stayed in
the NICU for two weeks and
that was the longest two
weeks of my life.

The thing that helped me
the most was prayer. After
she came home, things
started changing in my
mind. All I could think
about was the upcoming
surgery. I knew if we could

Right: Playing the
soundboard is fun!
Below: Pretending
in front of the
classroom mirror is a
favorite pastime.

make it through that, we
could handle anything else.
Isabella's surgery went great,
and we came home early.
After Isabella recovered, she
started an Early Intervention
Program. I began to realize
more and more how Down
syndrome was not what I
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had expected.

ALL kids are born with dif-
ferent abilities, personalities,
and interests. Some kids may
need just a little more help
reaching their goals. My
husband says this experience
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Golf Tournament Touches
Hearts and Lives

Ronnie Schmitz

Ronnie and Emily Schmitz
have a heart for the Little
Light House. Their nephew
was a student at the Little
Light House in Tulsa,
Oklahoma long before the
Little Light House came to
Central Mississippi. They
knew from their family’s
experience the difference a
program of this kind can
make for a child with special
needs. When they heard that
the Little Light House was
coming to an area near them,
they organized the first ever
Tees for Tots Golf
Tournament to benefit the
Mississippi program. With
the support of many friends,
companies, and golfers, the
tournament has raised over
$65,000 in the three tourna-
ments to date.

On May 6, the tournament
boasted a full slate of three-
man teams vying for gift

Close But No-See-Car. David Potvin lines up a putt just after
missing the Mercedes-winning hole-in-one by only two feet!

certificates for brand name
golf merchandise and the
opportunity to change the life
of a child with special needs.
Not only did the players have

a great day, they learned first
hand the importance of their

gift. One player sent this note
to his employer.

Emily Schmitz (left) with
Stacy Underwood and
Maureen Harbinson at Golf
Tournament.

“Watching these kids and
seeing the love and devotion
of their parents moved me...
This very much inspired me
to know there are places out
there willing to help people
with these special children.
From the bottom of my beart
I would like to thank Nucor
for giving to this charity. It
makes me proud to work for
a company that offers a
helping hand to a special
group as this.”
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Executive director Maureen

Harbinson with husband Colin.

Can You Believe It?

by Maureen Harbinson

As T was pondering over
our annual tea party
fundraiser, I realized this was
our third annual such event,
and I thought, “Can you
believe it?” One hundred and
fifty people had attended the
inaugural event. In subse-
quent years that number
would more than double as
guests would gather at the
Fairview Inn, a beautiful
hotel and restaurant in a
wonderful setting. Each year
we had a great speaker and
great responses from the
community.

My plans for you are
for good not for evil to

give you a hope and a
future (Jer. 29:11)

Can you believe it? The
annual Golf Tournament
grows stronger each year. It
was a wonderful event this
May, with 38 motivated
teams and great responses
from old and new sponsors.
What a wonderful day for
both golfers and such great
encouragement for the fami-
lies of our children!

Can you believe it? We
went from seven students in
January 2006 to twenty-one
in August 2008. From one
qualified teacher for special

needs to three-along with
three assistant teachers.
During the same period, we
went from one part-time
occupational therapist, to
three therapists (speech
pathology, physical therapy
and occupational therapy).
We recently added an assis-
tant for our Director of
Development, and also
appointed two new members
to our board of directors.

Can you believe it? Three
of our children will graduate
this year. Isabella, one of the
graduates (who you read
about on the first page), is
ready to be integrated into a
typical preschool. She went
from someone who was
afraid of her shadow to the
girl who will sign all the
songs, sing aloud, love on the
children, and would make a
great substitute teacher!

Others of our children
have gone from using simple
words to speaking whole
sentences, from hardly being
able to move to walking
with confidence, from strug-
gling with feeding issues to
eating whole cups of food...
and I could go on.

Can you believe it? Yes
you can! God did it and we
give Him our grateful
thanks.








